SO  THE FATHERS OF NEW ENGLAND

torship in New England. Gorges had acquiesced
in the first grant by the New England Council
because he thought it a sub-grant, like that to
Plymouth, in no way injuring his own control.
But when in 1632, he learned the true inwardness
of the Massachusetts title and discovered that
Warwick and the Puritans had outwitted him by
obtaining royal confirmation of a grant that ex-
tinguished his own proprietary rights, he turned
on Warwick, declared that the charter had been
surreptitiously obtained, and demanded that it
be brought to the Council board. Learning that
it had gone to New England, he forced the with*
drawal of Warwick from the Council, and from
that time forward for five years bent all his efforts
to overthrow the Puritan colony by obtaining the
annulment of its privileges.

In this attempt, he was aided by Captain John
Mason, an able, energetic promoter of colonizing
movements who had already been concerned with
settlements in Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, and
who was zealous to begin a plantation in the prov-
ince of Maine. Mason had received grants from
the Council, both individually and in partnership
with Gorges, and had visited New England in the
interest of his claims. Through the influence of